
BUILDING SOUTH FLORIDA 
A NEIGHBORHOOD-BY-NEIGHBORHOOD LOOK AT THE PROJECTS SHAPING THE REGION TODAY 

EVEN FOR A relatively young region, and 

one that has grown especially quickly over 

the past 50 years following the advent of air 

conditioning and widespread migration, the 

last few decades have seen development on an 

unprecedented scale throughout South Florida, 

from downtown Miami to Fort Lauderdale, and 

everywhere in between. 

To compare the skylines from 2000 to today 

is remarkable-both in the scale of what's 

happening and in the type of projects that are 

being established, from luxury condos, to upscale 

shopping districts, to mega-developments that 

are revolutionizing life in the region. 

"Miami is the only key metropolitan region 

in North America which is growing at this rapid 

pace, but the growth is also a transformative 
growth," says developer Shahab Karmely, founder 

and principal of KAR Properties, whose One River 

Point condominium tower is proving one of the 

main catalysts for the revitalization of the Miami 

1. Downtown Miami supports 

more than 160,000 daytime 

workers, and has an economic 

output of more than $38bn 

2. The reimagining of the Miami 

Beach Convention Center will 

lndude a replacement of its 
entire west side 

3. Terra is teaming up with 

famed ard1itect Renzo Piano 
lo build Eighty Seven Park in 

Miami Beach 

4. Brightline is driving the 

creation of mobility-centric 
u,ban centers around its stario,,s 

in Miami and Fo� Lauderdale 

riverfront, bringing it in line with many of the 

world's great cities. "You don't have that in any 

other gateway city in North America. Typically, 

you see this in places like China or the Gulf." 

So what's driving this growth? In part, it ties 

back to how South Florida connects to the world 

beyond. Its business advantages and cultural 

similarities have made it a popular place for 

people from Latin America to invest, while the 

buzz this generates has prompted interest from 

further afield. 

Another sign of the region's maturity as a real 

estate destination is its ability to attract world­

leading starchitects to design its buildings-an 

approach exemplified by developers such as Terra, 

founded in 2001 by Pedro and David Martin. To 

date, the company has built more than 4 million 

square feet of residential and commercial projects 

all across South Florida, and all driven by an 

emphasis on design and elevating the communities 
around them. 
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